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Section Three—directs the Small Business
Administration (SBA) to carry out a program to
raise awareness of telework among small
businesses and to encourage them to offer
telework options to their employees. This pro-
gram is to include special outreach to busi-
nesses owned by or employing people with
disabilities, including disabled veterans.

RECOGNIZING JOSHUA AARON
DICK FOR ACHIEVING THE RANK
OF EAGLE SCOUT

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 29, 2008

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, | proudly
pause to recognize Joshua Aaron Dick, a very
special young man who has exemplified the
finest qualities of citizenship and leadership by
taking an active part in the Boy Scouts of
America, Troop 374, and in earning the most
prestigious award of Eagle Scout.

Joshua has been very active with his troop,
participating in many scout activities. Over the
many years Alex has been involved with
scouting, he has not only earned numerous
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community.

Madam Speaker, | proudly ask you to join
me in commending Joshua Aaron Dick for his
accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev-
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout.

———————

EXPLANATION OF DUTY
SUSPENSION PROCESS

HON. RUSH D. HOLT

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 29, 2008

Mr. HOLT. Madam Speaker, the govern-
ment often negotiates agreements or promul-
gates regulations that may produce unin-
tended consequences for certain individuals.
In such instances, Congress will review the
implementation of the law and try to rectify
those unintended problems even if the general
requirements should remain. For example, ex-
emptions are made in transportation regula-
tions, Government land use, and trade legisla-
tion. Such is the case with the Harmonized
Tariff Schedule, which was enacted in 1989.
Since then Congress has acted occasionally
to reduce, suspend, or repeal duties on certain
imports as a matter of economic fairness and
competitiveness.

Tariffs serve not only to raise revenue for
the Government, but also to benefit American
business and industry and holdings. Tariffs are
notoriously complicated in their effects, and
the policies are very difficult to get right.

Each of the nine bills | prepared recently
would either suspend or reduce the import
duty on a specific chemical compound. Each
bill and the chemical compound in question is
publicly available and open for all to see and
comment on. | believe such openness is an
important part of effective Government.

By suspending the import duty on products
not made domestically in the United States,
Congress can remove an economic barrier
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that might send production abroad—taking
with it good-paying jobs—and also can help
lower costs to consumers for the final prod-
ucts. These bills were all submitted to comply
with procedures and criteria set by the House
Ways and Means Subcommittee on Trade.
None of the chemical compounds is manufac-
tured in the U.S., the value of each of the re-
quested duty suspensions is no more than
$500,000, and their suspensions can be en-
forced by U.S. Customs officials. The products
produced using the imported feedstocks are
deemed to be desirable to produce and use in
the U.S.

Introduction of the bills is just the beginning
of a long process of scrutiny by the U.S.
Trade Representative, U.S. International Trade
Commission, and the Department of Com-
merce. Each one will seek information about
potential domestic production, present and fu-
ture imports, and will research the revenue
loss associated with the suspension. Addition-
ally, the Subcommittee on Trade will solicit
public comment from all interested parties. An
objection at any point throughout this process
can disqualify the product for further consider-
ation. At the end of this process, the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means will put together a
miscellaneous tariff bill that includes hundreds
of items that have met these rigorous criteria.
| expect that temporarily suspending the duty
on the nine products | have requested will
help our local economy by making American
manufacturers more competitive in the global
marketplace.

————

HONORING  DR. VERNON SIN-
GLETON OF DAVIS, CALIFORNIA

HON. MIKE THOMPSON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 29, 2008

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Madam
Speaker, | rise today to recognize Dr. Vernon
Singleton on the occasion of a symposium of
Wine Phenolic Research being held in his
honor by the American Society of Enology and
Viticulture.

Dr. Singleton was born in Mill City, Oregon
on June 28, 1923. In 1951 he earned a PhD
in Protein Biochemistry from Purdue Univer-
sity, where he had also received his bachelor
and masters of sciences degrees. He moved
to the University of California, Davis in 1958
where he would begin a long and distin-
guished career as one of the foremost
enologists in the world.

He is perhaps best known for his
groundbreaking work on wine phenolics and
antioxidants. This research has opened the
door for an ever expanding scope of knowl-
edge concerning wine and its potential health
benefits. He is also the author of more than
220 academic papers and many books that
have become classics in the field of enology.
For these contributions he has received nu-
merous honors including twice winning the
Outstanding Paper of the Year Award from the
American Society for Enology and Viticulture
in 1986 and 1992, the Office Internationale de
la Vigne et du Vin Prize in Enology in 1998 for
the best contribution to wine literature in any
language for 1997-98, as well as being a life
fellow of the American Institute of Chemists
and a Charter member of the Phytochemical
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Society of North America. He retired in 1991,
but remained a professor emeritus and contin-
ued publishing for another ten very productive
years.

Madam Speaker, it is fitting at this time that
we honor the long career and great achieve-
ments of Dr. Vernon Singleton. His dedication
as a teacher and mentor has allowed him to
touch the lives of his students and peers alike,
and his research continues to guide and in-
spire the next generation of chemists and
enologists around the world to explore the
truly limitless possibilities in their fields.

————

THE BIPARTISAN FORMER SOVIET
UNION MINORITY RELIEF ACT OF
2008

HON. MARK STEVEN KIRK

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 29, 2008

Mr. KIRK. Madam Speaker, today, along
with my colleague RON KLEIN (D-FL), | am in-
troducing bipartisan legislation to curb the rise
of hate crime violence in Russia, Ukraine and
Belarus.

Acts of violence against Jews and other mi-
norities are on the rise in the former Soviet
Union. In Russia, xenophobic candidates are
sweeping to power as state-sponsored hate
speech incites anti-Semitism and violence.
Widespread discrimination persists against re-
ligious and ethnic minorities, including Central
Asians, Armenians, Roman Catholics and
Evangelical Christians.

In Ukraine, neo-Nazi crimes against Jews
are on the rise. Just last night, a rabbi was se-
verely beaten on a main street in the eastern
Ukrainian city of Dnepropetrovsk. The assail-
ants have not been identified and no arrests
have been reported. The key test of a democ-
racy is tolerance for minorities—and this fledg-
ling democracy is struggling.

In Belarus, human rights conditions continue
to deteriorate. The dictator himself spouts anti-
Semitic slurs through government media. The
need for emergency resettlement of vulnerable
communities may soon emerge.

The Former Soviet Union Minority Relief Act
of 2008 would strengthen rule of law and de-
mocracy initiatives in Ukraine, undermine hate
speech in Russia and Belarus through inter-
national broadcasting, and allow for emer-
gency evacuations from Belarus or Russia if
the need emerges.

When the Soviet Union fell, we thought the
fight for persecuted minorities ended. Unfortu-
nately, widespread discrimination persists
against religious and ethnic minorities. The
international community needs a wake up call
that Jews and other minorities are under at-
tack in the Former Soviet Union.

HONORING HRANT DINK
HON. SCOTT GARRETT

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 29, 2008

Mr. GARRETT of New Jersey. Madam
Speaker, a little over a year ago, on January
19, 2007, Turkish-Armenian journalist Hrant
Dink was murdered for reporting on the Arme-
nian Genocide. The first anniversary of his
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